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SYNOPSIS OF PREVIOUS CHAPTERS
Overtaken by a Montana blizzard Cayright
surveyor seeks shelter at a friends cot

tage He finds the a man named
Hubbick and his wife murdered As he is
about to go for help Hubbicks daughter
Nellie arrives and charges him with the
murder of her parents The girl becomes ill

cares for her She asks forgiveness
her terrible clinrge Sheriff Gavin arrives

on the charges and Jvellle
with the murder bt Subblck und Tils wife
and with tinStteriipt at elopement there

Rafter He attemists tri scare Into

lor the murder anils somewhat chagnneu
to learn CayrlghtlS be arrested
tor the murder and Is taken to the lockup
by the sheriff

CHAPTER vii Contmuea J

He sat there wuen Nelson
ions enterecV A resentment

showed in his face when the men merely
spok casually tc e and thor with
an air of ityahd prpprietbrahip
began their preparations to
the bodies of his

But this iodk fade d away a hdlf
smile when old Crooked Ears took a
sent by his side

He was not alone There were two
then who would shed their blood ifor
Nellie

Weve been sent by Sheriff Gavin
said Nelson evidently Jn charge of the
party Gavin didnt know just what
you wanted done but thought likely you
would want them burled right in Hub
bicks

I suppose that is best replied Net
lie You know what to dp better than
L You have been through these Scenes
before

I should say so said Nelson with
something like pride This aint so
Slew to Hubbicks But what will you
dot You stay here alone

But I must stay What else is there
for me to do The place needs some
one

It aint good to be alone here per
Nelson Youll be gettin mar

rind Theres Gavin V
Nellie iurried away in disgust and al

lowed them te continue without inter
ference

She went to the kitchen where Joe
Followed

Cant hurt him said Crooked Ears
Him dead
I know said Neljie They cannot

hurt him Joe But they hurt me
Joes fists clinched Hurt Nellie

a friend of Alice Gordons What
was needed to preven t this

Not that way Joe said Nellle un
derstanding his feelings syoi ilcL

nat harm me they axe rude
do not understand

Cant hurt him said Joe jerking
bis thumb toward the front of the
houce Him lead

By him Joe meant both the bodies
lying there

Something in his tone caused Nellie
to look at him sharply

f Cant hurt him said Joe again
Hurt him

This last was emphasized but whis
pered The dark made a quick
jerk toward the direction of Hubbicks

Nellie without knowing what he

You like him he asked in a whls
per his thumb jerking again toward
Hubbicks

Nellie knew instinctively that
meant Cayr

She could not at that time enter into
a lengthy explanation of her feelings
toward Cayright In fact she did not
exactly understand them herself

She blushed at Joes question That
was because she understood Joe

Old Crooked Ears knew only two emo
tions He either liked or hated

The intensity o Joes liking would
in any one else be But did
not feel equal to the task of analysis

Yes Joe JJ like him she said
Old Crooked Ears nodded

Then we do some thing quick he
whispered The little girl sent me
She says Joe go to Nellie That tell
Joe What to do She say Joe bring
Nellie here That tell you what to do
But Joe hear something on the way

The hissing whisper warned her that
the disclosure should hot reach the ears
of the house She quietly
Ehut the door and shut In the
kitchen w4th Joe t

Charlie Ox started at this Why was
be shut out But a look on her face
as she shut the door seemed to reach
his intelligence

He changed his seat and grunted to
liis dog As a result the dog lay down
across the doorway Nellie was safe
from Interruption

What do you mean Joe she asked
What have you heard What are they

going
You Gavin

Nellie
No I cot like Gavin Joe

Old Crooked Ears hated Gavin with
an intensity possible Only to natures
euch as his Gavin had made him the
butt of his wit oh more than cne occa
sion

In lifs hatred for the real man Gavin
bad killed Joes brother who had not
stolen the horse a supposed theft for
which he had been hanged by Gavins
orders

Old Crooked Ears had of a nu
One brother had thuj

been to the spirit world A

inter had marr a white man a
worthless fellow but a man who Wa
in good standing in the grin mills and
circles most frequented by Gavin

She had since died but her son caller
2klose was the keeper of the Hubblck
lockup But that Is for the future

Joe no like Gavin he said
It was good to know that NelliE

shared his sentiments
But what did you hear ssket

Nellie withs impatience
judge him not home said Joe

The Judge a good man
Yes I know
If him have something to bou

this that young man him go free
Yes of course Why should he no

go free Joe He did not kill my fathe
and mother

Joe nodded as much as to say he wa
assured of that or Nellie would not liki
him

Him go free If the judge was home
continued Joe But Gavin not wan
him go free

Nellie clutched at her heart Sb
knew something of the rude and jswif
measures adopted In these cases

All Gavins friends think like Gavin
said Joe Joe hear much when bin
crooked ears seem shut Joe hear 01

the roads what these men say The
Si Gavins friends

What did they say asked Nellie
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Gavin tell him that the young man
till him Another jerk toward the front
Jf the house Him say that Judge
Gordon no want to punish such a man
or politics See Joe cant vote But

hears much around Gavin him say
Judge Gordon want to get high office

young man have good friends and
they help Gordon if Gordon help him

Yes yes Nellie
So Gavin him say the young man be

punished while Gordon him away
Nellie turned deathly white She knew

it was a crime that Joe was leading up
to gradually

How will they punish him Joe
Joe glanced around furtively

Tonight when all people sleep they
ake him Mose at the

Gavin protect him but
help

But what will they do asked Nellie
almost foreseeing the answer she would

Hang him said Joe
tpcraw toward a disclosure bu t not
how to soften it when it came

Hang Mr
She fell back and faint against

the table Joe stood mutely
With a supreme effort she pulled her

together
Joe she we him

Are there not men In Hubbicks we can
trust

Not when the judge away Gavin
him control everything

Then if we cannot save him by an
appeal to justice we must resort to
piethods of our own Joe will you help
me

That what we come for he said
The almost distracted girl took a few

around the kitchen She glanced
out across thegreat melting
snow 7 l

Joe she said haltinf before him if
2ilr Cayright could escape from the
lockup could he

Joes finger pointed to the snowcov
ered earth

How he asked him go
Gavin Then Gavin have good ex
cuse Kill him for breaking away from
lockup w

Thats so moaned girl wring
ing her hands Oh God tell me what
to do

Swiftly she thought If in re
sponseto her heartspoken prayer an
inspiration came to her

Joe she said putting her soft
hands on his arm of iron could you
get him out of the lockup before be
fore they got him out

Joe try
Is not Mose your relative
No mind Moss Tell Joe

The eyes of the old Indian flashe
ids perhaps they had flashed in the old
days before towns like Hubbicks had
come upon the hunting grounds of his
tribe

Yes he answered simply
Then if he cannot escape by riding

away bring him here Or send him
They come here and kill

you too
No no they will not Hush They

are ready to go In
The sheep dog growled
Get up said Nelsons voice Get

that dog out of the way
Charley Ox did not move But the

door opened partially and Nellie said
Charlie
whistle took the dog away Nelson

found Joe sitting dully by the kitchen
fire and Nellie in a dejected attitude
leaning on the table

Weve got them ready said Nel
sons Is there anything you want
done

Are you not going In to Gordons
No said Nellie again My place

is here
Come boys directed Nelson

Between them they lifted two white
hound burdens and carried them to the
backs of horses

Wagons and sleds were still useless In
the drifts The going was heavy at all
places impossible in some

Come on ordered Nelson again
Then to Nellie he said This Is a ter

crime Miss Hubblck murder
the richest man of these parts The
sheriff is roused You neednt worry
about it Well see that justice Is done

Nellie bowed with stony eyes
watched them ride away

CHAPTER VnL

Surprises at the Lockup

When they were well down the avenue
of osages Nellie seemed to come to life

Charlies Ox had joined her and Joe in
the kitchen

He knew that something was going
on He had no undue curiosity to pry
into his young mistress secrets But II
there was work to be done he wanted
to do his share

Joe said Nellie speaking firmly
and taking the generalship of the affair
into her own hands this Is you
will do Give them time to get well on
the way At dusk you will start lot
Hubbicks and lead my mare You know
Hubb better than I do You will
know where to leave Jenny Then ge
Mr Cayright out of the lockup Tel
him to ride Jeimy here Tell him h

life depends on it I beg hits
to do it Will you

Charley Ox listened with calm face
He had not seen Cayright but he knev
of whom they spoke

Was he Nellies friend Then Charm
Ox was as ready as Joe to help him

But Nellie gave Charlie no ins true
tions She made a cup of strong cofle
for each They ate supper together
Charlie the herder Crocked Ears th
Indian and the fairest girl In Montana

She was a goddess to both of them
She was fit to be a queen to any one

When dusk came Joe obeyed witbou
further words He knew just wha
Nellie wanted done

Whether he knew just what he couli
do ro not was not apparent But a
he rode away on his sturdy pony sh
clasped his hand and he almost crushei
her fingers with his strong but true re
saonse

She felt there was no need of word
to ask him to be faithful Joe wa
always faithful

As he was leaving Joe seemed t
thin he had forgotten something p

she had He stopped
What me say to the little girl

To him Alice Gordon was always th
litle girl

Tell her tell Mrs Gordon I have m
duty here she said And then Jo
rode away

The brows of Charlies Ox lifted fo
she turned to him with parted lips an
panting bosom

Charlie she said is there a wa
to get to th dugout without Icavin
tracks in the snow

Charlie pondered some seconds ov

II a

Joe

Th

I

lockUP
GavIn

I

get
who knew haw

Cay rlghti
sIck

lf
must

7

teps
expanseof

getaway

Where
go

the

andas

hImkill

therewalt

A

rIble

ansI

what

ks

musthis
Z

i

I

i

t

t
r

s

t
S

t

l
1

r

said

t from
pretend

Hang html

waiting

said help

I

I

i
1

4

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

<

this question His service was of the
kind that had not called for a talent in
scheming

He knew the way to the dugout But
the ground was covered with snow The
snow was melting A cat would leave
tracks would last till the drifts

Cant you think of some way of get
ting from the house to the dugout with
out tramping all the way through the
fresh snow she asked

Sometam I tank it replied Charlie
Sometam 1 tank we down by 3a

road an tak da made track pa horses
mak da track to da town 3a creek
tot froze hard an da ice brak many
tam We walk in da creek an leave
no track

Ah
Da creek near da earth

house I not liiit since da snow

Then there is not a footprint near
it v

No if da sheep not to it
But even they would tramp out

the footprints It is good Charlie I
want to hide man there Will you
help me

I will die I tell nobody
ahytanc

Then the first thing tp do is to carry
some food there I will get it now

With swift movements of precision
now she knew her way the girl went
about her task

A great jug of strong coffee was pre
pared Even cold it had good qualities
Canned meats were placed in a basKet
anti two loaves of bread she had baked
the dar before

A bottle of 9whisky was added and
with a thought of creature comforts
that would have brought a smile to an
older conspirator one of Mr Hubbicks
newest pipes and a big bag of tobacco

A of matches and a few other
odds and ends she thought might be use
ful were also stored away

Now Charlie she said carry these
to the dugout and take along some
blankets Make it as comfortable as
you can

Yas said Charlie as he rolled up
blankets shouldered them

I tank IJa man have nice place for
hide

Wait
From another room she brought a

rifle and ammunition
I shall not need it Charlie with you

to guard me Take them to the dug
out

Yas I tank da man not better shoot
Noise mak da men hear

Only to defend his ilife Charlie
1as dat good enough

It was dark when Charlie started off v

but he knew the way It could hot bej
totally dark with so muc K snow

He did not loiter He was lost to
sight the house

Then Nellie flung herselgr on the couch
and the reaction came She wept vio
lently and sobbed and prayed But she
had not lost JEas only a

The night was darker in Hubbicks
than out on the prairies There were
trees there and the snow was by this
time blackened with the mud by the
tramp of many horses

Miners had come and gone out again
The excitement of the murder had put

everybody in motion It was hard to
a clean drift near Hubbicks

Old Crooked Ears left the road and
crossed an unfenced field which brought

to a grove of ash Here he tethered
Jenny the mare and continued his jour
ney

Mose the halfbreed was sitting in his
cupboard of a dwelling in one end of the
lockup smoking placidly and wondering
when the men would come

He had received a half veiled warn
ing that If anything happened that night
it was worth his while to yield grace
fully It would cost him his life to re
sist

When he heard the crunch of a horse
outside he put down his pipe and step
ped to the door It was only Crooked
Ears

How he grunted as the halfbreed
came out

Hello Joe
Joe was his uncle but family relations

did not count much in the amenities of
that region

Anybody come asked Joe
No Heard anything
Yes Gavin want the man hung up

before the judge get
Gavin eh said Moss with a start
Gavin no like him because him like

Hubbick little girl Him think to kill the
man before Gordon get back because

no got proof that him killed Hub
dick

Huh
I no like Gavin I like Gordon I

like Hubblck girl What you like
I like to be let alone said Mose

What the devil are they doing with
their lynchings and deviltry Gordons
a judge Hed see the right done

Gavin no want the right done Gavin
like the wrong Him want get this man
killed so get Nellie Hubbick See

Huh
What you do now I come to get

him out
Eh

Mose stared at the Indian
What you do You like be good with

Gavin or me
Go to the devil Im good with any

body
You want Gavin like you or me kill

you
Eh Thats different said Mose

reaching for his revolver
But the Iron hand of the Indian

him by the throat
Dont make noise hissed Crookec

Ears I no hurt you But I kill yot
If you cry out

Oh shut up said Hose In disgust
Im no friend of Gavins If you wan

the chap let him out But fix me uI
so I can tell a

He handed his revolver to Joe
Shoot me in the arm and then th

me un
Devil no The shot will

Gavin i
Then tie me up good and chuck mi

under the table like I had a knock 01

the head
Swiftly a rope was brought and Joe

nimble fingers wound it around the in
ert arms and legs of his willing pris
oner

Joe took his relative and dragged hin
into his room where there was a fire

Now I go he said
Take the key idiot said Mose

Joe took it from the nail on which i

hung
Cayright was moodily waiting fo

something to turn up when the India
entered Some light came in throws

chinks between the logs feeble ray
from the lantern In the keepers quar
tera
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Keep still said Joe Me Indian
but friend Me come from Nellie Go
You free man But hurry Gavin come
get you and hang you up

Hang me up Are they going to lynch

Yes before Gordon come back to
save you Gavin want Nellie Nellie
want save you She say tell him ride
my mare straight to me She like you

Heaven bless the girl breathed Cay
right

Hurry Gavin come now soon
But I cant drag the girl Into the

mess Wheres my horse Ill strike off
icrpss the country to the camp

Damn fool grunted Joe Dp what
Joe say Nellie want you Gavin catch
you quick on prairie Shoot you for
breaking out You go see Nellie She
know what to do

God bless the little girl said Cay
right Ive no right to do It but she
may have a plan Wheres the horse

Come Follow me
Cayright followed
An hour later a group of men gather

ed at a gin mill in the town Gavin
counted them and saw they could all
be trusted

Mind now Ill meet you at the jail
with Nelson and Grimes and shoot lit
the air Dont shoot us But get the
fellow out and String him up quick

Dont waste time telling that again
grunted a half drunken fellow We
know what to do Come on

Gavin and Grimes sped around by an
other route The mob of vlgilants
went direct to the jail

Ho Mose shouted the leader as
they reached it Come out and deliver
the key

Silence followed The leader struck
his head in the and turned with
an oath to his followers

By God he shouted so loud that
heard hIm from his halting place

Somebodys been before us The keep
ers killed The bird Is spne

Gavins oath was heard above the hub
bub He sprang to the scene He ex
amined the wellbound keeper

Get up here if you are alive he
roared with a fearful oath Tell us
who dfd this thing or Ill carve you
into food for crpws Stand up Who
set that devil free

Gavins hands grasped the shoulders
of the keeper and held him up The
mans eyes did not open

Good God Gavin cried Nelson
He is dead Look
Gavin let the burden tall and recoiled

with another oa th
From a wound over the heart

wound that must have been instantiy
the blopd of Mose spurted V

sheriffs boots

CHAPTER IX

Sard Ptlf
For a moment surpr ise held pwd

silent Then over the face of
there came an Inscrutable smile It was
better than he thought

From a farce a seemingly div ided
party one portion of which was to lynch
and the other portion to pretend to de
fend a prisoner the mob was now
solldated into a band of law abiding and
law supporting citizens who under the
sheriff the legal authority were out to
overtake an escaped prisoner and double
and murderer

What better luck could Gavin ask
In his former plans he had always tp

think of the danger of Judge Gordons
shrewdness In ferreting put an Illegal
act under the cloak of authority

But now It was his duty to find and
punish this man who had killed the
keeper of the lockup and made his own
escape

Weve got io get him shouted the
sheriff to his men He cant be far
Nose Is still warm Whose horse is
miss ing If the fellow is oh foot well
have him in ten minutes If he rode
out of town well catch him on the
prairie If he Is hiding well root him
out if every building in Hubbicks has
to be torn down

Belts were tightened and revolvers
looked to

This was different To take an un
armed man from jail and him was
play But to tackle desperate man
who had committed three murders need

caution
Hinckney you take a party of four

out toward the ridge You Starr lead
oub along the Bluff Mines route Scatter
a little and cover the side trails This
fellow knows the country as well as we
do Look sharp and out for an
ambush Ill go the farm

In Gavins a sentence spoken by
Cayright at the time of his arrest stood
out distinctly

I cannot say when Ill be back but
I will be Cayrlght had said to Nellie

Gavin thought of the firm as a likely
resting place for the fugitive He did
not doubt that Nellie would shield him

So Gavin Nelson and rode
away hurriedly In the direction of the
tarm

It was nearly morning when they ar
rived and the windows showed no
lights and no life was stirring

He must have got here two or three
hours ago said Nelson

He is more likely not to be here at
all said Grimes

He may have been and gone again
said Gavin I dont like to frighten
Nellie but we cant wait till she wakes

The tramp o f the horses the
ears of the girl who was lying fully
dressed on her bed

She was not asleep Her heart had
been beating rapidly for two hours past
She had been waiting with dread and
terror for the arrival of the pursuers
for she knew they would pursue and
she knew that Gavin would come to th
farm

In a loft over one portion of th
house Charley Ox was snpring placidly
A half mile away up the creek Cay
right was asleep in a dugout that coult
scarcely be observed by one who
not know of Its existence
It was the shelter Charley Ox

made for himself and the young lamb
of his Hocks in time of storm

The warmth of sheen filled the placE
now But Cayright cared not for
or heat He was dreaming of Nellie

Ho there came the voice of Ga
vin Nellie Nellie Hubblck It i
Gavin

The sheriff added Nelson quite su
perfluously But he wanted to do hi
share

A curtain was drawn aside after s

few minutes waiting and Nellies
face looked out

Shes scared to death said Grimes
Ill bet a dollar she doesnt know th

chaps escaped
The deuce she dont growled Gav
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The white face disappeared front the
window and the door was opened

What Is It What dp you want
asked Nellie

The eyes of Charley Ox glow
ered ominously behind her

Let us In said Gavin We wont
eat you That man has gone

What man asked Nellie clasping
her hands

Ob you know what man That
chap you are so sweet on after he
killed your father and mother It may
please you to hes done another
murder He killed Maze the halfbreed
keeper

No no Impossible gasped Nellie
this time wringing her hands in real
horror

Yes said Gavin We heard a
rumpus at the Sail and went there We
found Mose dead with a knIfe stuck in
his ribs We tracked the fellow this
far Where Is he

Gavin spoke roughly Grimes thought
he was making a mistake But Gavin
was the kind of a man who never be
lieved he could make mistakes

Nellie looked from one to the other
of the three When Gavin had said
they tracked Cayright to the farm she

seen a fleeting smile on Nelsons
face She took courage from that smile

Now Sheriff Gavin she said speak
lug as calmly as though she had asked
simply for a glass of water please dis
continue this abuse and explain why
you have disturbed me at this unrea
sonable hour I should have supposed
that after all I had been through I
might receive some consideration

Nellie answered the sheriff
what abashed by her calm firm voIce
and manner I am simply dbln my
duty Im sheriff of tills county When
a crimes been done its my duty to get
the criminal Thats all I am doing
now

That fellow I arrested here for the
murder of Mr and Mrs Hubblck has
killed another matt and escaped It is
my to find him If it is within
your power to assist it is your duty

You accuse me of harboring him
The house is at your disposal You are
at liberty to search It from one end to
the other Go to the barns and sheds
If you find him take him

It was a convincing speech It con
vinced Nelson rind Grimes but not

He knew more about Nellies
determined spirit than they did

I accept the Invitation lie said
Thereupon began a search such as

that house had never seen before and
few houses ever do see

They upturned furniture They ran
sacked closets They pulled beds apart
They upset But they did
hot find the fugitive

He isnt in the house Lets gets
ptern and go to the buildings
Fhey hunted with the lantern till the

lantern was no longer needed Charlie
followed theta about with Itching

ingers
With what joy could he have throttled

these men who werecausing his mis
tress all this annoyance

Theres one thing weve forgot said
Grimes If this chap Is hiding here he
cone on horseback He couldnt do it
on foot and get here ahead of us Now
Wheres the horse he rode

Thats so said Nelson These
horses belong here His horse it
bicks

The sheriff was nonplussed He stood
the door of a shed and scanned the

broad acres
Not a piece of hewed timber showed

above the ground except those in the
buildings they had examined

Well he said If he isnt here now
he will be We must work a

Well asked Nellie who was pre
paring breakfast

I must beg your pardon Nellie
said the sheriff I may have seemed
ugly but I did not mean to be I be
lieve now the man is not here We must
go and find him

Nellie smiled Her face was still
white but she felt reassured

Your work is exhausting she said
with Just the slightest Irony Will
you not have a cup of coffee before you
go

We will Nellie You are kind to
think of

They refreshed themselves and re
mounted

Goodby Nellie Youll forgive me
wont asked Gavin

A man needs no forgiveness for
performing his duty she answered
Coldly

They rode away Nellie watched
them for a while and then went about
her work

There was much to e thought of on
the farm A half dozen herders were
out In different directions with their
cattle These must be communicate
with to see what losses the storm had
caused

Perhaps some of them had perished
In the snow Charlie Ox was the only
one who had put in an appearance
Upon him she must depend to do II
all

Charlie have they gone quite out
of sight she asked

I tank so sometam But I hear de
man say a tang about da game

I tank da came back
She shuddered She knew that Gavin

was capable of any game that prom
to serve his ends

I musr fight them alone Charlie
want you to take the bay and hunt uj
Johnson Bertney and Zack If yot
find Zack tell him to look up th
others and then come to me witl
their reports You hurry back I maj
nee d you

I talc me two tre day said Char
lie What you do

Ill get along You can do nothing
Is there enough food to last three day
in the dugout

Yas I tank do food las a week
So Charlie went and Nellie was let

alone But not for long
Glaclng from her window she say

Judge Gordon riding from McCassatt
Her heart leaped for joy Here wa

the square brave man th
1 honest judge
i Here was the one man to whom sh

could look for help She started t
i rush to the door ready to tell th

story
She stopped suddenly sick and faint

Her hands went to her head She a
most reeled

Heavens she murmured I can
not tell him

5 When it was simply a question of sav
Ing a man she knew was Innocent of th
murder of Hubbick and his wife an

e who had been kind to her during th
days they were locked up together b
the snow L she had no doubt of Judg
Gordons course But now

Hose the keeper was dead Cayrigl
or Crooked Ears must have killed him
She could not speak to Gordon withov
betraying
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What shall I do What cart I do
she moaned And then as she saw the
judge riding up the lane to the
she saw also that his face was white
and set He had already heard the
story He had met Gavin on the way

CHAPTER X

A New Crisis
Che judge was hale arid hearty andbig and strong had a kind andgenerous nature but absolutely no sym

pathy for evildoers
For the unfortunate he would go to

any length To convict a criminal he
would go farther

One who did sympathize with a crimi
nal especially a murderer or thief was
In the eyes of this stern and upright
judge as bad as the criminal himself

The judge was right in his belief We
have too much maudlin sympathy for
e doers But this was another case
although the judge did not know it

ity dear little girl he said kindly
as he entered what Is this terrible
story of I hear Hubbick
and his wife dead Murdered so Gavin
tells

Yes judge answered Nellie This
has been a sad house since I saw you
last

Sit down here my little friend and
tell me vail about it he said leading
her to the sofa

He sat down beside her and took her
hand

Nellie knew that he had already heard
all from Gavin ButTshe nerved herself
and re the entire story dwelling
upon the kindness of Cayright in
the house

The judge frowned
I have known of just such cases

he said I knew of a case in Wyoming
where a fellow wicked ile merciless
so far as any one had ever known en
tered a house at night for plunder He
was caught In the act of opening a
bureau The man of the house rose and
tackled him There was a fight in which
the mistress

Both man and wife were killed The
murderer finishing his discovered
a baby asleep In a crib Filled with
some kind of pity he took the boy car
ried hint with him in his escape from
justice and brought him up Through
his love for that baby he became a bet
ter man filled honorable positions and
was only discovered by an accident It
was a strange case

And what happened asked Nellie
to whom this story seemed to appeal
Was he arrested

Yes and hanged The law does not
recognize the lapse of time in murder
cases and the fact that he had lived
a better life did not atone for his for
riser crime I simply tell you this to
account for the kindness of

That It was not a permanent kind
ness is shown by the fact that he killed
Mose Burton the keeper He must be
a very desperate man V7e must catch
him at and rid the community of
so dangerous a character

j He felt Nellie shudder under the
touch of his hand

My dear girt he said It cannot be
possible that you have care
for this desperado f

With that simple heartbroken cry
she flung herself Into the arms of the
astonished judge

i Poor girl he said
soothingly

Oh I have prayed for your return
that you might help me she sobbed
I knew you were so strong and brave

and upright And now you have come
you have joined with my enemies I
have no friend on earth save and
my brother

Hm That bas not been
a friend so long has he Nellie

I looked upon him with con
tempt But now to whom shall I turn
Spencer is not a good man but he Is my
brother

Well well we must not forget that
It Is not Spencer whom we are
now concerned He Is miles away
working honestly I hope to earn a
living But we will not press this
terrible matter now Gavin is sure to
find his man and then we will give him
a fair and Impartial triaL Meantime
you must come home with me This
loneliness will kill you The strain will
drive you mad

NO I cannot go I will not enter
your house until I can go without the
charges of Sheriff Gavin following me
Give my love to Mrs Gordon and Alice
Tell them that I am still the same
Nellie they once loved

And love now poor child he said
caressing her Come with me I In
sist

No I cannot I have sent Charlie
Ox off to hunt up the herders and mus
wait for a report

But I can manage all that my dear
I can take all this work off
hands

No I shall stay judge Do
press me

Well have your own way Is
anything I can do Do you want any
thing

Nothing she said Nothing onlj
peace

The judge departed sadly and
once more began her work in the

Her heart was heavy for
the a id of Judge Gordon she could
se her way

Hew could Cayright make his es
I cape In two days they would
at McCassat Miles City Helena ever
point that Cayrght was wanted
murder The zest with which the
would hunt him would prevent any
fort to find the real murderer

The lapse of time would enable
criminal to make good his escape
cover his tracks beyond fear of dls
covery

To whom could she go Cayright sh
knew had powerful friends But ho
could she reach them

In her extremity she thought of he
brother Spencer

Even he with his lack of
his selfishness his propensity to
might help her But he was ia
or some town near

1 She cou not get word to him unles
she sent Charlie Ox It was
If Charlie Ox could find the way

But there was Joe old Crooked Ear
There was not a trail In Montana ove
which he could not find his way by da

j or night
A swift sure messenger faithful unt

y death the Indian loomed now brighte
e and nobler than the men she kne

Compared to Gavin he was a prince
i The next question was how could

It let Joe know she wanted him to
for Helena with a message And the
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next what message should she

This brother of hers was a sore trial
Nellie The story of their lives had

a sad one And now Nellies prom
sod to be sadder stilL
Long years before when Nellie was a

vee infant a settlers family had jour
leyed across the open country of north
rjf Minnesota
Robert Deckton and his wife were

sturdy people their two children Spen
and Nellie were pretty and strong

Spencer was the elder of the two
Disaster overtook the wayfarers They

somehow got off the lines of travel
lost were overtaken by hunger

and sickness resulted
The wife died first leaving a weak

and distracted father with two children
his hands and fever raging in tibrain

He had camped en the banks of astream that was broad enough for him
think it was the Mississippi His planlad been when they were strong

enough to go down the river on a rafttill they reached a town and there putup till they gained strength to continBut with the eye of fear for his two
children the father foresaw the day
when he should also die the wilderness leaving them to be devoured by
wolves

In stronger hours he had partially
constructed the raft on which they wereto Journey to safety

This was now large enough to cary
the children

Feeling that his end was near thefather managed to fasten the childrensecurely to the raft and then wrotewith weak and trembling fingers an account of himself and the end of hlajourney This was pinned to the jacket
the boy

For two days the father kept themnear him feeding them what he hadhis strength failedhe felt
Ion for his ones

V frugal and yet
ys a foundling of eome

Another had married
came Nellie

took him
TCS

He

him a of

he struck itthe strike had been delayed
not know She had not heard from him

And this was the brother to whom the
to turn for help This hadnever been able to help himself was tobe her only support

money she believed sfe wasto Hubbicks farm and
banks but she needed othera moral and physlcial strength Behind
ders to the bottom and set free thisman whom she confessed it now toin the stress antentiality of the times she had learnedto love

It was a poor support to which shewas looking and she knew it But therewas no other till himselfcould reach his friends and set themills in motion that would igrind andseparate the wheat of truth front thechaff of mystery and free him foreverfrom stain of a criminal charge
What message should she send herbrother How should let old CrookedEars know she wanted him to take itThe hours dragged along slowly aridwearily They seemed heavy with theapprehensions that beset the girl In herlonely house
Would they discover anything WasCayright really safe
She watched for the returning sheriffbut he did not come He might havegone back to Hubbicks by another and

less used road
She was waiting for the darkness

when she hoped to be able to make atrip to the dugout and see how Cay
right was dOing But the danger ofdoing this without knowing where Gavin
was seemed great

Toward dusk she was startled at
hearing the sounds of a horse pounding
rapidly through the mud and snow
She glanced from the window she ut
tered a cry of surprise it was Joe on
his pony

She flung open the door He fell
rather than slid to the ground

Blood was over his clothing his eyes
were ghastly his skin a peculiar ashen

Go quickl he said as he reeled
across the threshold They found
piece your blanket as they left your

piece In the place I tied
the horse Gavin is back he seen

acuse you me
Great God moaned Nellie as she

sprang for the bottle and poured some
spirits down his throat

I killed Mose he said partly Te
vived I killed him to him stilL
Now Ill keep still Gordon Gavin
come ask me what I I tell nottt
ing say me
bad Gavin bring
string me telL

shot at Nelson Joe did Gavln
shot me Joe mount to
Run take him They will kill him
you Gavin and Gordon both mad no
friend iii HutbicJiSi Go quick

go now Them follow tao Leave me
Joe take care himself

And with this last effort the Indian
rolled on the floor a corpse

CHAPTER 2X

I Will Tell Nothing
Hard and fast on the ponyr trail

came Gavin and his men
But Gavin was no longer the leader

Erect stern puzzled but generously In
clined Judge Gordon rode head

Poor Nellie had not had time to plan
since the Indian died

At first her impulse was To rush to
the dugout and warn Cayright But
second thought showed her hpw futile
an attempt to escape would be

It was as impossible for him to
ride his pursuers as It had been
when Joe set him free from the lockup
What ever danger she might be in her
self did not appeal to her lifer only
thought was for the safety of Cayright

And she knew he was safer in tint
unknown dugout than in the saddle If
she went to him she might betray his
presence to Gavin But If she did not

0 her neglect might be the cause of
his capture Torn by the conflicting
emotions stood irresolute when
the foaming horses dashed up to the
house

Gordon was the first to reach her
Gavin came a close second

Dead was the Word the judge ut
tered when he saw the form of
Ears on the floors
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